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15. An Extralt of the Fournals of two fewveral
Voyages of the Englith Merchants of the
Fabtory of Aleppo, to Tadmor, anciently
call’s Palmyra.

U R Merchants of this worthy Factory, being
O generally Men of more than ordinary Birth and
Education, have not been wanting (as the intervals of
leifure from their - gainful Traffick would permit ) to
make Voyages of Curiofity, ‘to vifit the celebrated Re-
mains of Antiquity in thofe Parts,whereby the once flou-
rithing State of the World, under the Roman Empire, is
abundantly evinced. And being inform’d by the Na-
tives, that the Ruins of the City of Zadmoer were more
confiderable than any they had yet feen, they were-
tempted to enterprize this hazardéus and painful
Voyage over the Defart ; but having been, by the per-
fidy of the Arabs, dilappointed of their Defires in their
firft Attempt, they were obliged to defer their Curiofity,
till they could better provide for their Security : where-
of being aflured, from the confidence fome of them had
in the Friendfhip of Affyne then King of the Arabs, they
adventured again, in the Year 1691, and had full liberty
to vifit, obferve and tranfcribe what they pleafed.

What Account they there took, the Publick has_ al-
ready feen in Our Laft, Numb. 217 ; fince which, by
the Favour of Mr. Zimothy Lanoy, and Mr. Aaron Good-
year, two very Emineat Merchants, who were both in
the fieft Voyage, we have receiv'd not only the Draught
of the Profpect of thofe noble Ruins, taken vpon the
Place, (of which we here give a Copy,) but alfo the
Journals of both the Voyages; which, for the Satis-
taction of the Curious, we have thought fit to publifh.

Y The
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The Firft Poyage, Anno 1678,

Fuly 18, at Five in the Morning, we fet out from
Aleppo, being fixteen Englifh 5 but with Servants and
Mulettiers in all forty ; and in four hours and an half,
travelling South by Eaft, we arrived at a Village call'd
Cafferabite, being at the edge of the Defart, here we
repofed the reft of that day. .

Fuly 1oth, we rofe at- Onein the Morning, and di-
re@ed our courfe S.S.E. over the Defart, for a Foup..
tain calld Churraick ; but our Guide lofing his Way,
there being no Path, ’twas near Noon before we found
it - which made us doubt of our Safety. This Well has.
no Signs near it to difcover it by. Here we pitcht our
Tents,and refrefht our felves and Horfes ; and the Water
being of a Purgative Quality, made us {ome Diverfion:
In our way, we found two Arabs with two Affes, one
whereof carry’d Water and a lictle Bread, the other they
rode on by turns ; they had one Gun, with which they
thot Gazels, the Bullet being a hard Stone broken round,
and cafed with Lead ; they bad on the Palms of their
Hands, Elbows, Knees and Feet, fome Gazel-skin tied,
that they may be able to creep the better on the Ground,
to thoot ; one of the Affes walking by as a Stalking-horfe,
and the 4rab imitating the cry of the Gazel till he get
within fhot : Thefe Arabs are called Selebec. At the
Well came to us fome Arabs that were making Afhes of
the ordinary fort of Weeds call'd Chuddraife, Ruggot and
€ustaff ; thefe they cut and dry, and putting them
into a Pit, fet fire to them, and the Afhes cake at the
bottom. The Athes they carry to Eglib and Tripoli,
to make Soap of : But the beft fort of Afhes are made of
the Weed Shinon, which. grows about Zadmor, Soukny,
Tibe, and Tarecca 5 it grows like Broom in England, and
in fhape refembles Coral,

Fuly.
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Tuly 20, we rofe at four in the morning, and travei-
ling two hours E. S. E. we arrived at Andrene, where
we found the Ruins of two or three Chu-ches, and of a
great Town lying ina large Plain ; where having tar-
ried about an haur and an half, and taken fome frag-
ments of Greek Infcriptions, which afforded no certain
fence, ‘but yet were evidently Chriftian, we march'd
again S. by E.and in about four hours time came to a
pleafant Aqueduét calld Sheck-alal ; this Aqueduct is
cut through the main Rock, for a great way from the
Mountains ; and where it ends, the 4rabs have made a
Garden, which afforded us Melons, Cucumbers, Purf:
lain, &¢. Ina Grott hard by, there dwelt'an 4rad with
his Family ; he had a dozen Buffalo’s, which they ufed
both for their Milk, and- to plow the Ground, fowing
both Wheat and Barley : hither the Arabs refort, when
they have committed any Robbery about Aleppe, or
Hama, and here they repofe, and divide the Spoil.

Fauly 21, we rofe at four in the morning, and riding
two hours South, we came to a Ruine call’d Briadeen ;
here we found the following Infeription on a Stone, good
part in the Ground :

AGIEP@®H AAIATNAIOT TOY AM@ ETOYC

AIA MATEPNOT KA(T IT)ATITIOT KAT MAIKOYT KNETMN
T N

From hence going South-Eaft,in four hours more we came
to a Well called Coffal (which fignifies a Spring in Arab. )
Moft part of our way through the Defart we were
troubled with Rat-holes in great numbers, like Coney-
boroughs, which by the finking in of the Earth, very
much imcommoded our Horfes and Mules. Thele Rars
have at the ends of their Tails a buth of Hair, and the
Arabs eat them all, excepting one part. From this Well
we arofe about four in the Afterioon, and began to
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alcend fmall Hills, covered with T'rees, which, for the
moft part, were the {mall Piffacls’'s which the Araés
pickle with Salt ; but eaten green, are good to querch
thirlt. We travelled on three hours up the Hills,where we
pitcht that night, having no othcr Water but what we
carry’d with us ; and at Night we had a {mall fhower of
Rain, a thing unufual in that Country at that time of
the year.

Fuly 22, We rofe by Two in the Morning, and tra-
velling E. S. E. we came by Eleven to a Well call'd G'/or,
where we found it very hot, and faw feveral prints of
Horfes Feet, fo that we {ufpected fome Arabs had newly
paft that way:

Fuly 23, We rofe by One in the Morning, and travel-
ling moft Eaft, we came to a large Plain, where we faw
betore us, ona high Mountain, a great Caftle, call'd by
the Arabs Awture. When we had travelled two or three
Bours in this Plain, we cfpied an Aral driving towards
us a Camel, with his Launce, {o faft, that he came ona
round gallop, and we {uppofed him fent as a Spy : be-
ing come up to us, -he told us he was of 7admor, and
that his Prince, the Emir Melkam, had that day made
Friendthip with Hamet Shideed another Prince, and that
together they had four hundred Men; fo he kept us
company an hour or two, and enquired of our Muletzers
if we were not Turks difguifed, with. intent to feize on
Melkam ; for we travelled with a Bandiero, the Imprels
being a Hanjarr or Turkifh Dagger, and a Half-Moon.
We tcld him we were Franks, which he could hardly
believe, wondering that we travelled thus in the Defare,
only out of Curiofity. Being come near to Zadmor, he
went a little before us, and on a fudden run fuil fpeed
towards the Ruines, we not endeavouring to hinder him.
Our Guide told us he was gone to acquaint the dras
who we were, and- that we ought to fulpe& and pre-
pare for the worfl ; fo we dilmounted twenty of our

Servants,
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Servants, each having along Gun, and Piftols at his
Girdle, and placed them abreaft before us: we follow-
ing ata little diftance behind, on Horfe-back, with Car-
bines and Piftols. In this order we proceeded, and
came to a moft ftately Aguedud? which runs under
Ground in a dire&t paffage five Miles, and is covered
with an Arch of Baftard Marble all the way, and a
path on both fides the Channel for two Perfons to walk
abreaft ; the Channel it felf being about an Englifh
Yard in breadth, and % of a Yard in depth. At 20
Yards diftance all the way are Ventiducts for the
Air to pafs, and the holes are furrounded with {fmall
mounts of Earth to keep the Sand and Duft from fal-
ling down. - We Marched clofe by thefe Mounts, which
might ferve us. for defence, expelting every moment-
that the Arabs would come to Affail us, having the dif-
advantage of Sun and Wind in our Faces: wherefore
we Travelled hard to gain an Eminence where we
might poft .our felves advantagioufly, and ftop and
repofe a little, to confider what we had. to do.
The Arabs finding us to come on- with this order and
refolution, thought not fit to adventure on us, fo we
gained the Hill,from whence we might difcern thefe vaft
and  noble Ruins, having a plain like -a Sea for great-
nefs to the Southwards orit. Here having refrefht our
Men, .we fetch’d a little Compafs and defcended by the
Foot of a Mouatain, on which ftandsa great Caftle,
but uninhabited. Here two Arabs came to us with
Lances, one being Chiah to Melkam, and we fent two
to meet them ; -they.gave the Salam alika-and ours re-
turned the Alica falam, apd advancing to our Gompa.
ny, told us the Emir had underftood of our coming;
and had {ent them to acquaiat us that he was.aur Friend,.
and that all.the Country was ours. We fent back with.
them our Jan'zary and a Servaat to vifit the:Prince in
his Tents, which were in a Garden. Inthemean time:

we
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\
we difmounted at a watering place amidft the Ruins,
but did not unload till our Janizary and Servant return-
‘ed with the Emir’s Tefearr, afluring us of Friendthip
and Protetion, a Writing which, the Arabs were never
known to violate before. With them came al(o one
that belonged to the Sheck of the Town, for whom we
had letters from T/feffe Aga the Emeen of Aleppe. He
defired us for greater fecurity to pitch our Tents under
the Town Walis, which is in the Ruins of a great Pa-
lace, the Wall yet ftanding very high, the Town with-
in but {mall, and the Houlfes excepting two or three noe
better than Hog-ftyes. So we pitched in a deep Sandy
Ground where we found it exceeding hot, Here we
waited till three of the Clock withoue eating any thing,
expecting the Sheck fhould have prefented us accord-
ing to the ufial Cuftom of the Zurks to their Friends,
and have given fome anfwer to the Letters we brought
him ; but on the contrary we found by the gefture of
the People, that we had Reafon to fufpe them. Here-
upon two of our Company, believing that the want
of a Prefent to the Emir was the caufe thereof, refol-
ved to adventure to give him a Vifit, and taking the
Janizary and one Servant,: they carried Him a Prefent
of two "pieces of Red Cloath, and four of Green, and
feveral other things: Being come, he welcomed them
into his Tent, and placed the one on his right hand
and the other om his left. Melkam was a young Man,
not above Five and Twenty, and well Featur’'d and a
moft Excellent Horfe-man ; Hamert Shideed, the other
Prince, was more elderly, as about Forty years of Age,
and wasnot in the Tent, but {ate under a Palm-rree
near it. He treated them with Coffee, Camels.flefb and
Dates, and enquired of their Journey, and the Caufe of
their Coming: They told him ’twas only curiofity to
fee thof¢ Ruins ; he faid that formerly Solomon Iin el
Doad Built a City in that place; which being deftroyed,

was
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was Built again by a ftrange People, and he believed
that we undetftanding the writing on the Pillars, came
to feck after Treafure, he having but fix Moons before
found a Pot of Corra Cruffes. After this he went out of
the Tent, leaving them fmoaking Tobacco, to the Ja-
nizary and Servant, and told them, that never till that
day any Frazks had been at that place, and that now
we knew the way through the Defert, we might inform
the Zurks to their Ruin and Deftrucion, {o that twould
be convenient for them to deftroy us all: but that we
coming as Friends, he would only have 4000 Dollars
as aPrefent, elfe he would hang them and the two
Franks up, and go fight the reft. This meffage being
brought them, they witht they had excufed themfelves
from this Embafly, and anfwered, they could fay no-
thing to that Demand, not knowing our Minds, but if
he would permit them to go and fpesk with the reft,
they would return an anfwer. Hearing this, he threat-
ned prefent Death, but at length gave leave to our Ja--
nizary to-carry us-a Letter from them, wherein they:
thewed the danger they were in, and earneftly entrea--
ted us to redeem them, the price fet on them being
2000 Dollars, one half in Money, the other half in
Goods, as Swords, Cloaths, Tents, &¢. which the Emir
promifed to eftimate at their worth,

This Letter amazed us mightily, and a little before
it arrived, we underftanding a little, and fearing more
ill treatment to our Friends, were getring ready to free
them or dye with them. The Garden where Melkans
lay, was about half a Mile from the Tents, full of Palm

rees, and had no Walls, but loofe Stones piled-up breaft-
high about them, fo we defigned to have gone {udden-
ly and giventwo or three Volleys on them, €’re they
could get to Horfe ; and the Arab koows not-how. to
Fighton Foot. And thoughthey bragg'd they had 400
Men, we fuppofed 200 might be the moft, and they
1€ TS
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not all Lances. But onReceipt of this Letter, and the
Servants telling s, that they would certainly be cut off,
if we endeavoured their Refcue, we begun to examin
what Moneys we had, Cloatas and- other Trade, and
found ‘we could not near make up that Summ. In this
Confufion came two Arabs to receive the things, and
immediately  word was brought that the Emir would
come and Vifit us ; we {ent him word, that if he came
with mere than two followers, we would not admit him :
fo he came with two Servants only ; and in conclufion,
we made him up in Money and :Goods to the Value
of 1500 Dollars. He valuing our Things as we plea-
{ed; his Defign being not {o much to compleat the Sumy,
as to take from ws all wehad. After this, about Sun
Set, he returned us our two Friends, when the Sheck
of the Town invited us to Lodge within the Town;
which we found afterwards was with a defign to have
torced fomething from us : but we giving him to under-
ftand that the Emir had takenall already, and had left
us only our Arms and the Cloathes on our Backs; which
if they would have, they muft Fight for : that Refo-
lution daunted them, and away they went, promifing us
Barley for our Horfes in the Morning. We kept good
watch in the Night, and when Day broke, we began
to confider how to clear our felves; we expected the
Barley till Nine in the Morning, when it came, and
the Emir himfelf came and gave us the good Morrow :
We feared leaft they fhould pretend to {top {ome of us
in the Gate-way, {o we placed fix of our Company
to fecure the Paffage, till all the reft were got out,
under pretence of taking an Infcription that was
over the Gate. Being all got clear, we returned
by the fame way we came and arrived at Aleppo
$uly 2.9, in the Morning.  This Melkam told us, that
if we had not fubmitted our felves to his Demands, he
was refolved to Fight us, after this Method : Loading

50
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50 Camels with Baggs of Sand, and making {mall holes
in the Baggs for the Sand to drop out, he would drive
thefe Camels abreaft upon us before the Wind, that the
Sand might blow in our Eyes, and we {pending our
Bullets on the Camels, might {a be eafily overthrown ;
we anfwered, that we believed he would not venture
his Camels and Horles to fuch a Combat. He won-
dered extreamly when we talked of Shooting Birds fly-
ing, and Hares running. |

This and other the like Violences ufed by this Araé
Prince, made the Baffaof Aleppo refolve to deftroy him;
and not long after he cajolled him with the Hopes of
being made King of the 4rabs, and to draw him near
the City, he Veited and Carefled fome of his Followers:.
which having its effeét, the Baffa {urprized him in bis
Tents by Night, and {oon after he was put to Death:
This thofe People were willing to believe the effe¢t of
their {o abufing the Ewgl/ifb, and might much contri-
bute to the Security aod good Ufage they found, that
went the {econd time on this Expedition.

We had not time to view thefe Ruins by reafon of
this ufage, though perhaps we might with fafety. We
only took one of the Infcriptions as we paft by ( #bas
of Pag. 89. of the laft Tranfaition ) which was thus.

CeNnlTINION OYOPOAHN TON KPATICTON
EIITPOITON CEBAGTOY AOYKHNAPION

KAl AP.. ATIHTHN IOTAIOC AYPHAIOC CANWHC
WACCIANOY TOY W.AENAIOY IMercC
POTWA®N TON PIAON KAl MPOCTATHN
€TOYC H O ® MHN€l ZANAlKw.

wherein the principal difference is in the word Zegmizmw
which in the account already publithed is read 2ggd-
weTw, which feems to fignifie fome peculiar Officer of
the Syrians, as Ducenarius of the Latines, which per-

Z haps
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haps thofe skill’d in the Oriental Cuftems and Languages,
may be ablc to ¢xpound.

As far as we could conclude from our Journeys, and
the Pofiticn of the Ways taken by two good Compaflcs,
the Diftance of Zadmor from Aleppo is about 150
Englith Miles, and the Courfe S. S. E. or rather {ome-
what more Southerly, confidering the Variation of the
Compafs, which is above half a Pomnt Weftward in thefe

Parts.
The Second Poyage, Anno 1691:

We (et out from Aleppo for Tadmor, on Michaelmas-
day, being in all, Mafters and Servants, thirty Men,
well armed, having obtained a Promife of Security from
Affyne then King of the Arabs, and one of his own
People fora Guide. This day our Road pointed S. b. E,
and in four hours we came to a Fountain call'd Caphir-
Abiad, leaving Old Aleppo about an hour diftant on the
right-hand : here we made but a very fhort ftay, but
proceeded to a better Fountain at the Foot of a very
high Hill, cover’d with loofe Stones, the Ruines of a
Village called Breeder, of which there was not one
Houfe remaining; and dining here, we advanced in an
hour and a quarter more, in the Afternoon, through a
fertile open place, to a place called Emghir, famous for
the beft Wheat that is brought to 4leppo. This we made
our-firft Stage ; and mounting again in the Morning
about five a clock, in lefs than an hour, paft by an
uninhabited Village, call'd @rghee, our Road pointing
as.before, through the fruitful Plain, even and pleafant ;
but when we came to afcend the Hills, where I reckon’d
we.entred the Defart, and were to take our leave of Man-
kind, at leaft of an inhabited Country for fome days,
we had-a troublefom paffage, over loofe great Stones,
without any appearance of a Road. R
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Our Guide had promifed to conduct us through plea-
fant Groves and Forefts ; but no fuch thing appeared,
unlefs we would peftow that name upon low withered
Shrubs that grew in the Way, only one Tree we faw,
which was of good ufe to us, ferving as a Land-mark ;
and when we were come up with it, being left at a little
diftance on the right-hand, we gain’d the profpect of a
remote ridge of Hills before us, and on the top of one
of them an old Caftle ; this Caftle, we were told, was
known by the Name of Gazar Iim Wordan ; but what
it anciently was, or in what Condition it is at prefent, I
could not learn; therefore, not unwillingly, Iturned my
Eyes from it, to a little round Hill more on the left, by
which we were to dire&t our courfe, and about a quar-
ter of an hour from which ftood a Sheck’s Houfe, call’d
Sheck Ailha, where we were to bait, with a Well of
Water by it, but fuch that we had but little gufo to
tafte, though it ferved our Horfes : All the Country
hereabouts is ftor’d with Gazels, and there is a barbarcus
{ort of People there, that have hardly any thing elfe to
live upon, but what of thefe they can kill ; and Necefficy
has taught them to be no mean Artifts in their way, for
they liedown behind the Stones, and as the poor harm-
lefs Creature paffes, fhoot them ; and though their
Guns be very ordinary, exceeding heavy and thick,
with Match-Locks, yet are they fuch excellent Marks-
men, that they kill many. That morning we had tra-
velled about five hours to reach Sheck Adilba’s 5 yet find-
ing nothing to invite our ftay there, (though there were
four or five Tombs there not ill made, accordiog to the
Turkifk mode,) about onea clock we mounted again,
bending to the S. E. or fomething more Eafterly. In
our way we had two remarkable Profpects, cne onthe
right-hand, of the Ruines of an ancient City call'd Ande-
cin, and fometimes Londrine, which we were told had
been formerly inhabited by Frasks, and that there were

Z 2 many
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many Infcriptions there ; but it was too far out of our
way, and withal fomething too daogerous to, for. us
to take a view of them : The other, on the left-hand,
was another Tree, not far from which our Guide affured
us of good Water, where we defigned to take up our
lodging ; the hopes of the Water made us flight 2. Well
we paft by on the Road, at-which afterwards we re-
pented we had not ftay’d ; for when we came up with.
the Tree, from which we had declined a great way
to the right, we found our Water ftill at a very great
diftance, and were conftrained to take new Directions
by a white chalky Hill, almoft as far as we could fee,
and yet not much beyond the place which was to be our
Stage ; on therefore we proceededs till Sun-fet, very
weary, and almoft without hope of our coming to Water
that night, though at the fame time near dead with
thirft ; and which the more furprizd us, our Guide
was advanced a great way before, out of our fight,
upon what defign we knew not, but at his return,
we. found ’twas only to aflure himfelf better of the
way, and in an hour’s time more he brought us to
the fide of a Bog, call'd by the Name of Zerga, where,
fuch as it was, we found Water enough, but it was nei-
ther palatable nor wholfom, neither did the Ground
feem proper.to {leep upon ; yet we were forced to be
content, there being ne: removing thence that night.

Oftober 1. We departed from Zerga, about two hourg
before Sun-rife, and as foon as it was light, had the
profpect of a very high Hill, which was to be the bounds
of our travel that day. To this we made as directly as
we could look, finding nothing in our way obfervable
either to-arreft our curiofity, or to flacken our pace,
except 2 multitude of Holes made in the fandy Earth, by
Rats, Serpents, and other Animals, which render’d our
riding a little troublefom ; as we had found it upon the

{ame account the Afternoon before. About two. hours
thort
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thort of our Stage, we were fhewn three little round.
Hills lying to the right in a diret line, known by the.
name of. Zewage ; where we were told there was good
Water, and its for that reafon only they deferve the no-
tice of thofe that travel through fuch a thirfty Defart.
The Place to which we dire¢ted our courfe was called
Efree, where we arrived about eleven a clock, and
found, to our great fatisfaction, that our Guide had not
deceived us in his Promif¢ of excellent Water - here we
could difcern the Foundations of a fpacious City, and a
piece of a thick Wall, built of a chalky Stone, was ftand-
ing : this we judged to be the remainder of a Caftle fi-
tuated on the fide of the Hill, {o as both to defend and
command the City. On the top of the Hill, above the
Caftle, ftands the Ruines of a. Fabrick, in appearance
very ancient, built of very hard Stone, yet exceedingly
worn by the Weather ; ’tis of an oblong figure, pointing
near to the N.E. and S. W. with only one Door on the
Eafterly end, which was once adorned with extraordi-
nary geod Carvings, of which there are flill fome re-
mains, but the greateft part is either worn away, or
purpofely defaced ; and thofe marks of ancient Beauty
that remain are very obfcure, and difficultly difcernable ;
the outfide of the Walls is beautified with Pillafters quite
round, with their Pedeftals and Capitals regular and
handfom; but the Roofis all fallen down, and within
appears nothing which looks cither great- or- beautiful.
The Situation, and placing the Deor, hinders one from
conjeéturing it to have been a Chriftian Oratory, or
Chapel, acd therefore in probability it muft have been
a Heathen Temple ; and if fo, then the piece of the
Caftle Wall being of a fofter Stone, maft be much more
modern ; the goodnefs of the Water brings the Adrabs
who rove up and down the Defart) and the Zurk men

requently hither, which has occafiond a great many

Graves about the Temple ; and fome have had leifure,
and,
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and (whichis more difficult to be imagin'd) skill enough
to fcratch in the Walls the firft Letters of their Names,
and many more in Arabick Characters, which we
could make nothing of, no more than of an Arabick
Infeription which lay hard by, but appeared not an-
cient.

Oftober the 2d. We departed from Efree, about an
hour or an hour and an half after Midnight, and in fix
hours and an half arrived at two Wells, the water 18
fathom and two foot deep, known by the name of
Imp malcha Giub : through, the greateft part of this
Stage we had a broad beaten Road, and where that was
not difcernible, we guided our felves by a ridge of
Chalky Hills, under which the Wells lay ; the Water
we found exceeding bad, and of fo'noifom a feent, that
we could not endure it {o much as at our Nofes ; which
made our Guide laugh at us, who told us, the Arabs,
and even the A7ng himfelf ufed to drink freely of it ;
which, I am fure, cur Horfés would not do, though they
were under a neceflity of drinking that or none :
For our felves, we had brought from Efree Water
{ufficient for one day at leaft. In cur way hither we
were fhewn the true Plant which they burn for Soap.
Athes, which has no Leaves, but a foft juicy Stalk
fhooting into {everal Branches, and fomething refembling
our Sanphire, only it’s more round than that ; the Afhes
likewife we faw, which were made not far from the
Wells, which in burning run into Cakes, not much un-
like the Cinders of a Forge, only they are heavier, and
not {o full of pores, nor fo hard as they are. Ia the
Afternoon, we proceeded on cur Voyage two hours and
an half, to a place called 4lmyrrba, pafling rather be-
tweea than over the Hills, though we bad {omething of
an afcent too ; this we did to fhorten our Stage the next
Morning, for we were told before-band we fhould find
010 Water upon thofe Mountains ; fo, for our Selves, we

livd
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liv’d upon our old ftock, and our Horfes were conftrained
to pafs that night without Water.  Qur Journey hitherto
had been altogether Southerly, and but little varying to
the Eaftward of due South.

Oltober the 3d. We mounted from Almyrrha between
five and fix in the Morning, making to the point of a
high ridge of Mountains, through an uneven defart way,
frequently interrupted with Gutts and Channels, pro-
ably made by the defcent of the Waters from the Hills,
upon {udden Rains: we came to the afcent after about
four hours travel, which we found not difficult ; and
when we were on the top, we had a pleafant profpet of
the Country, and what we rejoyced at moft, we were
thewn a little Hill; juft behind which, we were told,
lay Tadmor. 'This Mountain was covered on both fides
with great plenty of Turpentine-Trees, which was an
Obje& very pleafing, having feen very few greens in
our whole Journey : This Tree grows very thick and
fhady, and feveral of them we faw loaded with a vaft
abundance of a {mall round Nut, the chief ufe whereof
is to make Oil, though fome eat them, and account
them as great a Regalio as Piftaches ; there outward
Husk is green, and more oily than that of Piftaches, and
within a very thin fhell is contained a Kerneél both in
colour and relith very much refembling them 5 but thofz
that eat them, feldom- take the pains to féarch for the
Kernels, but eat Husk and Shell all together, which
have no ungrateful tafte : Fromthis Hill we had a te-
dious dcicent, and coming at the foot into a narrow
gut, winding thisway and thar bztween the Mountains,
our Paflage lesmed very long, hot and tirefome;
our want of Water however obliged us to proceed,
whereof we now began to be in great nece(lity, efpe-
cially for oir Horfes and Mules, who had none.the night
before, nor none ail that day ; with this we had hopes
of being fipplied two different ways ; havinghha'd 2
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fhower of Rain the night before, we boped to have found
Water {tanding in the hollows of the Rocks; but either
the Rain had not reach’d {o far, or not in fuch plenty as
to fill thofe naturally hewed Cifterns : our other expeta-
tion was from the Wells that were in the Road ; but
thefe our Guide advancing before and examining, met
us with the unwelcom news, that they were all dried
up, and the beft advice he could give us, was to pitch
where we were, and content our {elves with the remains
of what we had brought two days in our Veffels, tilf
our Horfes and Mules might be fent to a Fountain two
hours out of our way, and being watered there them-
{elves, bring a frefh fupply forus: This way, with{ome
difficulty, we affented to, as more eligible, than weary
as we were, to wander fo far out of the Road, to have
the fame Ground to ftage over again the next morning ;
we refolved therefore to fend our Guide, with one or
two of our Servants, in fearch of the Water, and after-
wards others with our Horfes, while in the mean time
we pitcht our Tents, it being then about two a clock in
the Afternoon : As foon as they were gone,-a fmall
drizling Rain, which we had about half an hour, en-
creafed to a very plentiful thower, which put us upon
producing all the Veflels we had to catch it as'ic fell
from the Heavens, or ran down the skirts of our Tents,
our Horfés at the fametime greedily drinking it from tle
ground ; but wemight have {pared our pains, for in lefs
than half an hour’s time, our Camp was in 2 manner
a float, and we were furrounded with Water not only
{ufficient for us, but for an Army of 20000 Men ; thole
hollow Gutts which we paffed over without the leaft
appearance of moifture, were, by the Cataralls which
defcended from the Mountains, become Rivers ; and
©our Guide, with thofe Servants we had fent out,
that before rode over it dry, it being {woln to fuch
a torrent, were put to fome difficulty to re-pafsit; fc

plenti-
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plentifully was God pleafed to provide for us in our
greateft ftreight ; and which encreafes both the Wonder
and Mercy, the next morning, all this great quantity of
Water was paft away, fo that in about two hour’s riding
we could hardly perceive that there had been any Rain at
all. ‘This memorable Place is known by the name of
AlWifkal.

Oétober the 4th. From 4l-Wifkal we proceeded for Zad-
mor, fome of the Ruines of which we perfiwaded our felves
we could fee the day before ; perhaps it might be the
Caftle,which is more than halfan hout’s diftance from the
City ; our way lay Southward, but the Gut in which we
travelled would not permit us to keep a direct courfe :
however,in about an hour’s walk,we paft by 4»¢or Moun-
tains (our Guide call'd them Zoul Antor) through a gutt
or rent, both fides of which fo dire¢tly anfwered one to
the other, they would tempt a Man to believe they
were feparated by Art, foranentrance into the Country ;
but it muft have been a work of prodigious Labour
and Charges to have cut through fuch vaft Moun-
tains: and if any one was fo hardy as to attempt it, he
certainly grew weary of his Undertaking ; for the
Ground is levelled but a very little way, and almoft as
{oon as we were well got within the open {pace, we were
obliged to afcend another Hill, and {0 our Road con.
tinued over Hills andValleys interchangeably all the way.
On the left-hand, {fome diftance from the Road, we faw
a Sheck’s Houfe, on the top of a high Hill, which made
a better Show than ufually thofe Buildings do; but be-
ing affured by our Guide it was a modern Structure,
and eager too to come to the principal Place we aimed
at, we would not prolong our Stage fo much as to turn
out of the Road, to fee more of it : fo prefiing flill for-
wards, we had hardly proceeded four hours, when we
came to the brow of a rocky Mountain, {eparated from
that whereon ftands the Cattle of Zadmor but by 2 narrow

Aa Valley :
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Valley : in which Hill, by the Way, app;ared {ome
Quarries of fine Stone, which probably might afford
Materials to the curious Buildings in the City. Our
Guide here (according to his accuftomed Diligence)
advanced fome few paces before us, and having efpied
three or four Country Fellows driving Affes towards us,
he caufed vs to make halt, to give them an opportu-
nity to come nearer to us, refolving to {peak with them,
to know whether the coaft was clear, orifany of the
Mountain Arabs were then at Tadmor, or not. After a
little fpace, with-our Arms in our Hands, we marched,
in as good order as the way would permit, down a
rocky and fteep Precipice, into the Valley ; and our
Guide making greater {pced than we could, gallopd
after the poor affrighted Country Fellows ; who feeing
{uch a Company unexpeedly defcend the Hill, left their
Afles, and fled towards the City with all pofiible fpeed :
But they were foon overtaken, and brought back again
to us ; to whom they related the good news, that there
was no Force at all in Zadmor, and that we might pro-
ce:d with courage, and fee what we would there with
all fafety : Which News obtained them their liberty to
g0 again to their Affes, and we continued in our Way.

Having tired our felves with roving from Ruine to
Ruine, and romaging among old Stones, from which
little Knowledge could be obtained; and more-efpecially
not thinking it fafe to linger too long in a place, where,
thould the Mountain Arabs (who were Enemies to
A(fyne Abaffe, ourFriend) have intelligence of us, they
might either fall upon or endeavour to intercept us in
our return ; (for which reafon alfo we had all along con-
cealed our intended Courfe, under a pretence of pro-
ceeding forward to Damafeus, ) On Thurfday, Otob. 8.
about half an hour after four in the Morning, we de-

parted from Zadmor, being very well fatisfied with what
we
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we had feen, and glad. to have efcaped fo dreaded a
Piace, without any trouble or pretences upon us ; but
elie with fome regret, for having left a great many
things behind, which deferved a more particular and
curious Infpection. Our Road lay almoft due Eaft, or
a litcle enclining to the North ; and on the left-hand, a
ridge of Hills ftretched along for a great fpace, fome-
times about half an hour diftant from the Road, and
{fometimes opening wider : Thefe Hills, we were told,
were ftored with rich Veins of divers Minerals, and af-
forded all that vaft quantity of Marble, the Remains
whereof we had feen at Tadmor ; and it was from a Foun-
tain call’d Abulfarras, at the foot of one of them, they
fetcht out Water, which we drank there ; the Inhabitants
contenting themfelves with that which runs from the
Hot Springs. To the right-hand lay a vaft barren
Plain, perfeétly bare, and hardly any thing green to be
feen therein, except it were a few Gourds, which our
Servants found on the fide of a little rifing-Ground, where
there was no fhew of any thing moift to feed them.
Our Way being plain, we had the fight of Zadmor, efpe-
cially the Caftle, for above half our Stage, till we came
to an-old Caphar Houfe. We made indeed a very thort
Day’s Journey in the whole, finding a Fountain of ex-
cellent Water in about five hours and a half’s riding ;
which, as it was a moft welcom Refrethment to us in
fuch a thirfty Defart, fo it was the only good Water we
met with till we came to Euphrates, which was not till
the third day from this place. At this Fountain we
pitcht, near to which is a Village, but almoft wholly
ruined and deferted. “T'was {fome time before any body
would be {cen, for they were afraid of us ; at length,three
Men came cut to our Tents, Spectacles of a miferable
poverty, occafion’d by their being frequently pillaged by
the Mountain A4rals, and a great Duty they pay to A/
fyne Abaffe their King, for his Protection : Three fcxlurxc-l
Aa 2 re
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dred Dollars they pay him annually, when one would
think the whole Village was not able to make up the
Summ of One hundred ; yet being the remoteft Place
that was under his Jurifdi@ion, they often fuffer by the
Inroads of the other. ‘The Name of the Place is Zarecca,
a Name it .received (as we were inform’d ) from a Vi-
&ory obtained there by the Turks over the Mama-
lukes.

Oftober the oth. From Tarecca we mountedearly,and
travelling N. E. or near that Poiat, in feven hour’s time
arrived at Sowkney. . The Road we found much like what
we had the day before, lying over a barren Plain ; only
we had Hills on both fides, and fometimes clofing within
half an hour’s riding one of the other. The Village has
its Name from the Hot Waters, ( for {o the word im-
ports,) which  are of the fame Nature with thofe of
Tadmor 5 berein they Bathe frequently, the fame little
dirty Hole ferving both for Men and Women ; only they
have fo much Modefty remaining, that they have diffe-
rent hours for one and the other. To fay the truth,
’twas the only mark of Modefty I could obferve among
them ; in other refpects they fcemed a Confident, or
rather Impudent Generation of People. Before we
could pitch our Teants, they flockt about us in multi-
tudes, Men, Women, and Children ; and of the laft,
many of them as naked as ever they came into the
World, not fo much as a Rag about them to cover them ;
and {o numerous they appeared, that if’ we had reafon
to think Zarecca wanted Inhabitants, we had no lefs, to
conclude Soukney over-ftockt. At this Place uftally
refides an Officer of Affyne’s, who is their Sub-Bafha,
or Governor : He whom we found there, was call'd Dor,
of a good Family among the 4rabs, to whom we made
a Prefent; and he civilly return’d it in Barley for our
Horfes.. Afterward he came under our Tents, and invited
us to an Entertainment ; which, confidering the Cir-

cumftances
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cumftances of the Place, was very fplendid, though it
was nothing but Pilaw at laft, a little diverfify’d by the
dreffing ; and, to fpeak truly, I judge we could not
have lefs than a Buthel of Rice fet before us. His Palace,
indeed was not very ftately, there being few Cottages
in England but might vye with it. To the Room wherein
we were entertained, which, doubtlefs, was the beft, if
not the only one he had, we were forced to clamber,
rather than afcend, by broken Steps made of Stone and
Dirt. When we were gotin, and commodioufly feated
after the Turkifth mode, it feemed large enough for about
a dozen or fourteen People : At the upper end was a
little {pace feparated from the reft by a ridge made up
of Earth, within which, [ {uppofe, he flept. The Walis
were mean ; but the Roof much worfe, having no other
Covering but Faggots ; {o that certainly it could not be
Proof againft a Shower of Rain which fell that nighe,
and forced us out of our Tents, into an old ruinous Cawe,
for fifelter : However, it ferved well enough for our- Af-
ternoon’s Collation ; and we had come away with a
good Opinion of the Gentleman’s Civility, had he not
afterwards endedvoured to make a Pretence uponus,and
fo would have forced us to pay dear for our Rice: He
pretended to'a cuftomary Duty of'a Chequeen a Head
of all Franks that paft that Road ; though probably nei-
ther he, nor his Grandfather before him, had ever feen
a Frank there before. But when he underftood by our
Guide, that we were not {o eafily to be impofed upon ;
and witha!.that we were Affyre’s Frieads,and in our way
to his Tents ; and efpecially our Treafurer a Perfon he
very much efteemed, who therefore would be -fure to
acquaint hiar with any Exaction or Injury offer’d us, his
Mouth was quickly ftopt, and he grew fo fenfible of his
Error, that he fent to excufe it, and prefented our Trea-
furer Wwith a Fan of Black Oftrich Feathers ; and not
enlyfo, but in the morning came himfelf, and 'bEg%fng

Pardon,



((150)
Pardon, defiring nothing might be faid of what had paft,
and {o condutted us about an hour onour way. This
Village pays to Affyne Fifteen hundred Dollars per An.
1,

-Oober the 1oth. - Continuing our Voyage ftill to the
N. E. or {fomethirg more Eafterly, we found it’ another
pleafant and eafie Stage to another Village call’d Ziee,
fo called (as they fay) from the Gocdnels of the Water,
the word fignifying goed : but we found them not fo
over-excellent 5 they had the tafte, and were doubtlefs
tin&ured with the fame Mineral, with thofe of Soukney
and Zadmor, though not (o ftrong. But the Village it
felf made a better Shew than ufual ; and the People ap-
pear’d of fomething better fathion, and more civiliz’d,
than tho’e we had left, = It’s pleafantly fituated, anc
makes a good appearance as one comes up to it ; the
Profpect being helped by a well built Steeple, to which
is now adjoyned their Mofque : but I am apt to believe
it the Remains of a Chriftian Church, being built with
more Art and Beauty than you fhall eafily find in
Turkifh Fabricks : And there are alfo feveral Ruines

“about it,which {peak it to have been a more famous Place
than now it is. Into the Mofque we were permitted
-to enter, without any Difturbance. This Village lies in
one of the Roads from Aleppo to Bagdarz, and paysto
Affyne an Annual Tribute of One thoufand Dollars.
From hence we mounted again in the Afternoon, and
proceeded about two hours and anhalf farther, to thorten
our next day’s Stage. Having travelled this day, in all,
about feven or eight hours, the Place we pitcht at was a
Fountain, and known by the Name of Alkome ; but
‘neither Town -nor Houfe by it : neither was the Water
fit to be drank, being of the fame nature with that of

Soukney, and almoft as warm.
Oftober the 11th. From Alcome we rofe about an
“hour and an half after Midnight, our Guide groping o}t;t
tne
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way, by the help of the Stars, which now bended more-
to the North than formerly, As foon as it was light
enough to look about us, we found our felves in a wild
open Defart, the Ground, in fome places, covered with
a-fort of Heath, and inothers quite bare. Nor had we
travelled long after the Sun was up,  before, by the help
of a rifing-Ground, .we dilcovered 4r/offa, the Place
whither we were tending, which gave us hopes we:
thould quickly be there : but havinga dry tirefom Plain.
to eraverfe, and the hot Sun caufing our Mulesa little
to flacken their pace, ’twas after ten a clock before we.
reach’d it : And which was more vexatious {till; finding
no Water any where near, we were neccffitated to pro~
ceed forward for the River Eupbrares, which we found
four hours diftant from hence.  Ar/offa, or (as the Arabs.
callit) Arfoffa Emir, feems to be the Remains of a Mo~
naftery, having no Town nor Village near it, and being
one continued Pile of Building of an oblong figure,
ftretching long-ways Eaft and Weft, and enclofing a
very capacious Area : At a diftance it makes a glittering
thew, being built -of Gypfine Stone, or Rock-1fing-glafs,
refembling Alabafter, but not fo hard ; feveral Quarries
of which we paft by in our way “to it. When the Sun
fhines uponit, it reflects the Beams fo ftrong, that they
dazle the Eyes of the Spectators.  Art or Accuracy in
the Workmanthip we found none ; and but very little
Carved Work, and that mean enough; nay, the very
Cement they madeufe of, is but lirtle better than Dirt ;
fo that it’s no great wonder to {ee it in Ruines, though it
has not the appearance of any great Antiquity. . Round
about were the little Appartments or Chambers for the
Monks, built Arch-wife, only one Story above ground ;
but underneath are feveral Cells or Vaults, larger than
the Chambers, which perhaps might ferve. for their
Schools, or Working-houfes. In the midft of the Area.
ftand the Ruines of feveral Buildings, fome of which {eem

to
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to have been Cifterns for Water, and it may be Bathing-
places : but the moft remarkable was one, which pro-
bably was the Abbot’s or Bithop’s Houfe, there having
been {omething more pains beftowed upon it, than the
reft : and another, which was the Relicks of their Church.
This was formerly no unhandfom Stru&ure, being built
in the form of our Churches, and diftinguifht into three
Ifles, of which the middle one is fupported by eighteen
turned Marble Pillars, with Capitals upon them, not of
Marble, but of a {ort of Clay, and Caft into the thape
they are in, but of a colour exactly refembling the Pillar
it felf. That which perfuades to believe them Caft, is a
Greek Infcription to be feen on all of them ; the Letters
whereof are not made by incifion in the Stone, but feem
to be ftamped, ftanding out higher than the diftance be.
tween them ; and on one of them, by miftake, they are
fo placed, as to be read after the Oriental manner, from
the right-hand to the left. The words are thefe, with
the Crucifix before, as follows :

W« EIII EEPTIs ETTIEK®, Ts LYNTEN MAP«NIx T¢ XoPEITIEK®,

From hence our Guide led us to the River, by the affi-
ftance of two little Hills, which are known by the Name
of Aff Dies, our way lying North, and a little bending
to theEaft. The fight of the River was a very pleafing
Prafpect ; and to our great comfort, we found the Water
very clear, happening to be there before the Rains, and
after the Snow-Waters (which fwell and difturb it in the
Summer-time) were all paft : and our Happinefs {feemed
the greater, having had {o tedious and thir{ty a Journey
of at leaft fourteen hours, and neither our Selves nor
our Horfes toucht a drop of Water all day. We pitcht
upon a Reach of the River, where it was not very broad,
not being above half a Musket-fhot over.

Ofober
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Ofober the 12th. ‘This Morning, about Sun-rife, we
proceeded on out Voyage, keeping along the Banks of
the River, which, for the moft part, led us Weft and
North-Weft : And here we had pleafant travelling, ha-
ving the River on the right-hand, and Hills of Marble
or other fine Stone, on the left ; and delightful Groves
of Tamarisk, Mulberry, and other Trees to pafs through.
Here every thing about us look frefh and verdant, and
we met frequently Men and Women paffing on their.
‘Occafions, a thing to which (in our former Stages) we
had not been accuftomed. We had alfo a pleafing Pro-
fpe& of the oppofite Shore, and could fee a great way
into Mefopotamia, but could meet with no Convenience
to crofs the River, which we were very defirous to have
done. Thereare no Places of Note remaining upon the
River ecither on one fide or the other, only on the far-
ther fide we faw an old Caftle call’'d Giabar, which made
a good Shew, being fituated on the top of a Hill, and
both for that and the way of Building, very much re.
{embling that of Aleppo, only that is the larger, and in
the midft of a City ; this lefs, and has neither Townnor
Houfes about it. On our fide we paft by a Sheck’s Houfe
calld Abul-Rarra, and the Ruines of a Town a little
farther, where there was a fquare Tower built of very
ordinary Brick, but pretty entirc. After we had left
thefe Ruines, we refted to bait, under the thadow of a
Rock, wherein were many Appartments and Conve.
niences cut to lodge in, which I fuppofe are made ufe of
in the Winter by the People, who, during the Summer,
pitch among the Trees by the River-fide. In the After-
noon we continued our Journey as before, keeping al-
ways at a little diftance from the Riven, till a little before
Sun-fet ; when we came to-a very convenient Place upon
the Banks, where we took up-our lodging for that night,
g:ving travell’d between feven or eight hours the whole
y Bb Oflober
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Oélober the 13th.. This day we had the fame Satis-
faction as the day before, proceeding as near the Rives
as the Road would permit; and having made a Stage
of about fix hours, we fefted under the fhade of the
‘Tamarisk Trees by the River-fide, hoping to have found
convenisncy to have croft it : but we could not. In
our way we faw nothing obfervable but the Ruiaes of
a City call'd Baulus, where the Turks had formerly a
Sangiack ; but now there is never an Inhabitant in
the Place, nor Houfe ftanding, but the Ruines of
Houfes, and an O&agonal Tower of a confiderable
height, viz. One hundred and feven Steps, and beau-
tified on the out-fide with Florifhes and an Arabick In-
fcription round about : It’s a handfom Ctructure, and
probably the Work of the Mamalukes, fince whofe time
little has been done to adorn, but abundance to deftroy
and wafte this Countrey. After Dinner, we mounted
fooner than ordinary ; becaufe boping to reach the Tents
of Affyne, we were unwilling it thould be late when we
arrived : yet we:made it near Sundet before we got to
Fay, a Fountain by which he lay. We had travelld ftill
on the fame Point N. W. with the profpet of the River
the greater part of the way ; the neareft Reach thereof
not being above an hour’s riding from the Fountain. On
the Road we met with feveral Bandera’s of the Emir's
Soldier’s, who knowing our Guide, and. underftanding
we were going to him, gaveus a very courteous Sa/am,
who elfe, perhaps, might have treated us with another
fort of Civility. The King’s Tents {pread over a large
Plain, and took up fo vaft a {pace, that though we had
the advantage of a rifing-Ground, we could not fee the.
uttermoft extent of them. His own particular Tent
was pretty near the middle of the reft, which were pitcht
about it, not in a circular manper, but ftretching out in
fength as the Plain open’d, or for the better conveniency

of a current of Water which from the Fountain ran
through
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through - the midft of them. ’Twas not at all diftin-
guifhable from the reft, but by its Bignefs, and a little
more Company about it, being all made of a fort of Hair.
Cloth, which feemed hardly a defence againft Rain or
Sun : But certainly they muft find otherwife, elfe their
‘Neceflity (they f{pending their lives in fuch moveable
Habitations) would have taught them to have contrived
fomething better. It cannot well be doubted but they
aredefcended from the old drabs Scenite, they living juit
after the fame manner, having no fettled Abode, but re.
move from Fountain to Fountain, as they find Grafs for
their Sheep and Camels, and Water for them and them.-
{elves. They love to derive themfelves from Zfmael the
Son of Abrabam ; and it may be they are defcended:
from him, but I believe they would be hard put to’t to
prove their Pedigree. ‘

As foon as we alighted, we were attended by the Offi«
cers of the Emir, and conducted to a very noble Tent
built after the Turkifh mode, and pitcht next to his
own. Hither he fent to bid us welcome, and to en-
quire how we had paft inour Voyage; and prefently
after, we had a Repaft of feveral Dithes of Meat fét be-
fore us, to ftay our Appetites till a more plentiful Sup-
per could be got ready.  But before Supper,. the King
himfelf made us a Vifit in Perfon, bidding us wel-
come to Fay, and asking what we had {een-in cur Tra-
vels that pleas’d us? how we liked Zadmor > and whe-
ther we had found a Treafurethere'? For this Notion
flicks in the Heads of thefe People, That the Frants go
to fee old Ruines, only becaufe they - there meet with
Inferiptions which dire¢t them to fome  hid Treafures.
And therefore it’s no unufual thing with them;when they
find a Stone with an Infcription on one fide, to turn that
down to the ground, that it might not be {een or read of
any. But we affured him we went withyso fuch Ex-
petations, but only out of a defire to {ie the Place ;
_ ' Bb 2 neitier
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neither had we brought any thing away with us, but a
piece of Porphyry Stone, which, upon his requeft, we
thew’d him. We let him {€e too, a kind of rude Draughe
which we had taken of the Place ; which he feemed to
like. He made his Vifit the fhorter, that he might not
incommode us after our Journey ; but defir'd us we
would live after our own Pleafure and to our Satis-
taction, and command freely whatever the Camp would
afford ; ordering fome of his People conftantly to attend
upon us. When there was mention made of our defign
to be gone the next morning, he anfwer'd, It muft not
be ; himfelf was invited, the next day, toa great Enter-
tainment, by one of his Grandees, and we fhould accom-
paay him : but the day following, he would go out
with us, and hunt part of our way towards Aleppo.
When Supper was brought in, there was Victvalsenough
for three times our number : A large Dith of Pilaw in
the middle, and twelve or fifteen Difhes of feveral (orts
of Meat about it, all dreft after their manner, but ex-
eecding good, and fuch as one might have fed heartily
upon, had he-not {poil’d his Appetite before.  After we
had eat and drank what we pleas'd, we rofe up, and our
Servants fate down in our Places ; it being the Cuftom
of the Arabs, and Turks too, from the Higheft to the
Meaneft, all to eat at the fame Table : The beft fort fic
down firft, and fo in order till all are fatisfy’d, and then
what remains is carry’d away. We might, if we had
pleas’d, have lodg'd under the fame Tent where we eat ;
but having Tents of our own pitcht, fome of our Com-
pany chofe rather to retire thither, to avoid being di-

fturbed by too many Vifitants.
Odflober the 14th. The next morning, about ten
a clock, we were told that the King was gone to the
Entertainment, and expeted we fhould follow him ; and
that two young Camels were kill'd, to furaith this
fomptuous Feaft ; which is the higheft picce of ?i{agui-
cence



(57 )

ficence and Greatnefs to which thefe People, whofe
greateft Riches confift in Camels, can arrive. The Tent
was about a Furlong fromours ; fo mounting our Horfts,
we rode to it, and found it furrounded with a numerous
train of Guefts, Three hundred at leaft, of different fort
and quality : It was very large of it {&lf, and to be fill
more capacious, ’twas left open toward the Weft. The
King was feated at the North-end, about the midft of
the Tent, upon a Placeaifed with Cufhions and Quilts,
and Carpets before him : neither did he fit. crofs-leggd,
as all the reft of the Company were obliged to do, but
in a leaning pofture. They feemed to obferve an exa®
Order in their Places ; and when any Perfon of Note
enter’d, thofe that were near his Place, rofé up and ftood
till he had feated himfelf. But the far greateft part
could not come within the compafs of the Ring, but flood
behind the Backs of the reft, leaving a {pacious Ares
vacamt in the middle. When we entred, they made
room for us on the King’s left-hand, which here is
eftecem’d the more Bonourable ; where we fate down in
the fame pofture with thof€ about us, crofs-legg’d, upon
a thin Carpet. Before mid-day, a Carpet being {pread
in the middle of the Tent, our Dinner was brought in,
being ferved up in large wooden Bowls between two
Men ; and truly, to my apprehenfion, Load enough for
them. Of thefe great Platters there were about fifty or
fixty in number, perhapsmore, with a great many lintle
ones, I mean, fuch as one Maa was able to bring in,
firewed here and there among them, and placed fora
Border or Garnith round about the Table. In the mid-
dle of all was one of a larger fize than all the reft, in
which were the Camel’s Bones, and a thin Broth in
which they were boiled : The other greater ones (eemed
all filled with one and the fame fort of Provifien, a kind,
of Plumb-broth, made of Rice;, and the flefhy part of
the Camel, with Currants and Spices, being of fomgd;{{ng

a darker
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a darker Colour than what is made in our Countrey.
The lefler were, for the moft part, charged with Rice
dre(s’d after {everal modes, fome of them having Lesen,
(a thick four Milk)) poured upon them. ~ Leler isa thing
1, mighty efteem in thefe hot Countries, being very
uféful ro quench Thirft : And truly we had need of it
bere ; for I did hot fee a drop of any fort of Liquor, ex-
cepting 1 Difh of Coffee before Dinner, drank at this
{plendid Feaft. Knives, Forks, Spocns, Trenchers, &,
are filly impertinent things in the efteem of the Arads -
however, we being known to make ufe of fuch things,
had large Wooden Spoons laid before us. When the
Table was thus plentifully furnifht, the King arifing from
his Seat, went and fate down to that Dith that was di-
rectly before him ; and fo did the reft, as many as it
would contain, which could not be much fhort of a
hundred ; and fo without further Ceremony, they fell
to, thrufting their Hands into the Difhes, and eating by
handfuls: Neither was there any occafion of Carving ;
only becaufe.thofe Difhes in the middle were too remote
to be reach’d, there was an Officer on purpofe, who
ftepping in among them, and ftanding in the {paces de-
fignedly left for that end, with a long Ladle in both his
Hands, helpt any one according to their defire. When
the King had eaten what he thought fit, he rofe up and
wafht, and retir'd back to his former Seat ; and we alfo
did the like ; others being ready to fill our Places. Nor
did we contiue much longer under the Tent in that nu-
merous Croud ; for 4/ffyne perceiving usa little uneafie,
and {uppofing we had now fufficiently fatisfy’d our Cu-
riofity, though perhaps not our Appetites, told us we
might take otr liberty, and if we thought fit, retire
to our Tents. This Favour we gladly ‘accepted, and
without - Ceremony returned, feveral of his Attendants
waiting upon us back. Here we had another Dinner fet

beforeus; and having fome of our own Wine and Water
to
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to drink with it, it'went down better with us than the
famous Came]-Feaft. In the evening,the King mounted
to fee the flight of a new Hawk, and ftay’d abroad very
late,. his Hawk flying away : but fhe was afterwards
taken up'by his Falconer ; otherwife he had not been in
a good humour all that night, being a Man that delights
very much in Sport. Atter his return from Hawking,
we went to wait upon him at his own Tent, to return
him Thanks for his moft Courteous and Royal Reggp-
tion of us, and to defire leave to depart the next morn-
ing. Here we found him furrounded with the chiefeft
of his People ; and being placed again on his Left-hand,
he entertain’d us with a great deal of pleafant DifCourfe 5
and ask’d fuch Queftions, as fhew'd him to be 2 Map of.
extraordinary Capacity and Judgment. As for Learning,
they have no fuch thing among them, and therefore it’s
not to be expected that he fhould be a Scholar : but were
he not a Perfon of more than common Prudence and Un:
derftanding, he could never have managed that wildand
unruly People as he hus-dong, ever fince fis Advance-
ment to the Throne ; which muft therefore have been
the more difficult, becaufe as he came to it by the De.
pofition of his Father (though not immediately) who
now_ lives with him as a private Man, {o.has he never
wanted Competitors. To his Father he paysa great deal
of outward Refpe&, but is forced to keep a very watch-
ful Eye over him.  After about an hour’s Difcgurfe, we
were difiifs’d.

October the 15th. Ta the morning,- Affjne not being
at leifure to-go a Hunting, we proceeded-on our Voyage
homewards, with a great deal of alacrity:; and finding
nothing remarkable in our Road, in.about thyee hours
and 20 half arrived at Seray. And hence, after a{hort
Repufl . ‘we continued our Journey to Sherdy Fouptsio,
whichi took us up about the like fpace of time. Here
we accounted our felves as good as at Home, bcing‘;tt a

Place
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Place withy which we were well acquainted, and to which
feversl times in the year fome or other of our Nation
ufirlly refort; either for Gazel or Hog-hunting, accord-
ing to their Seafon ; nor had we hence above feven or
eight hours to Aeppo.

Oftober the 16th. Getting up pretty early in the
morning, we refolved to Hunt the greateft part of our
way home, as we.did ; and dining at the famous Round-
#1759, whereon has been fpent by the Englifb more Money
than would purchafe a noble Eftate round about it, in
the afternoon ‘we arrived fafe at 4leppo.

111. Some Acconnt of the Ancient State of the
City of Palmyra, with fbort Remarks xpon
the Inferiptions fonnd there. By E. Halley.

: HE City of Tadmor, whofe Remains in Ruines
~ 1 do with fo much evidence demonftrate the once
happy Condition thereof, feecms very well to be proved
to be the fame City which Solomon the Great King of
Ifrael is {aid to have founded under that Name in the
Defart, both in 1 King. 9. 18. and 2 Chron. 8. 16. in
the Tranflation of which, the Pulgar Latin Verfion,
{aid to be that of St. Jerom, has it, Condidit Palmyram
in Deferto. And Jofephus (in kib. 8. Antiq. Jud. wherein
he treats of Solomon and his A&s) tells us, that he built 2
City in the Defart, and called it Thadamora ; and the
Syrians at this day (fays he), call it by the fame Name:
but -the'Greeks- name it Pa/myra. The Name 'is there-
fore Greek, and confequently has no relation to the
Latin Palma, and {cems rather derived from TlaAuwds or

né}\yu;,
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